CHAPTER  XX INDIAN UNREST:   ITS  CAUSES
A GREAT deal of attention has been of late directed to India in respect of the unrest which has forced itself so much on our notice during recent years. My own impression is that this unrest is not widespread, but confined to a very small section of the Indian community The mass of the people are unaffected by it The unrest itself is not by any means wholly evil. I do not for a moment desire to underestimate the serious incidents which have recently occurred, or the state of unrest of which they are the outcome I do desire, however, that they should be correctly interpreted and that an exaggerated impression of the state of things in India should not be created or fostered. There is real unrest Some of it is natural and inevitable; some of it is only wicked and deplorable That which is evil has also, no doubt, been strengthened by that which is natural in the situation.
Among the natural causes of unrest may be taken the pressure on life arising from the high prices which prevail Trouble more or less serious may at any time arise in India m scarcity or famine, just as similar causes may produce trouble in any other country. An illustration of this is contained in the account I have given of the grain riots in Nagpur, which were due to the holding up of grain supplies in anticipation of a rise m prices expected from the demand from districts and localities where scarcity prevailed Under economic conditions which suddenly make even the necessities of life almost unobtainable by those who have fixed incomes, we may expect much distress and dissatisfaction which may give trouble to the Govern-
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